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For  this  summary  of  the  wild  fur  catch  for  the  1961-62  trapping 
season,  more  of  the  State  game  and  conservation  commissions  supplied  data 
than  in  past  years.   Only  two  States  were  unable  to  provide  any  informa- 
tion; four  submitted  limited  reports  (see  footnote  1).   Hawaii  has  no  wild 
fur  harvest. 

The  1961-62  season  found  the  fur  industry  in  good  financial  condition, 
although  raw  pelt  prices  for  most  species  were  low,  with  a  corresponding 
drop  in  the  number  of  trappers.   Forty-one  States  estimated  a  total  of 
nearly  $12^  million  (excluding  fur  seal)  paid  to  trappers.   It  is  reported 
that  in  some  States  many  furbearers  are  underharvested.   Manufacturers  are 
hampered  by  increased  cost  of  dressing  and  dyeing,  and  can  operate  only  if 
they  obtain  skins  reasonably. 

Large  quantities  of  raccoon,  mink  (ranch),  all  types  of  foxes  (particu- 
larly red  fox,  dyed  black),  beaver  in  attractive  dyed  colors,  lynx  and  lynx 
cats,  and  northwestern  wolves  were  used  for  trimmings.   Increased  retail 
sales  for  the  final  quarter  of  1961  were  reflected  in  the  10-percent  excise 
tax  of  $14,323,000  reported  in  the  first  quarter  of  1962,   Retail  sales  of 
furs  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1962,  amounted  to  approximately 
$309,210,000,   Neglected  furs  showed  gains  in  the  number  of  firms  working 
them. 

The  chief  outlet  for  muskrat  is  Europe,  with  Canada  second  for  good 
eastern  types;  the  season  ended  with  a  moderate  carry-over  of  muskrat  stock. 
European  buyers  take  all  domestic  wild  furs  with  the  exception  of  raccoon. 

Detailed  statistics  on  fur  prices,  which  are  deceptive  at  best,  have 
never  been  published  by  the  Bureau.   Many  States  do  not  record  or  report 
prices,  and  those  reported  are  highly  variable.   However,  on  page  4  is  a 
summary  of  prices  of  some  selected  furs  from  representative  se^ctions  of 
the  country.   Inquiries  indicate  that  these  figures  may  be  of  general 
interest,  if  not  of  great  utility.   Once  again  in  North  Dakota  the  unpro- 
tected jack  rabbit  was  of  greater  cash  value  to  the  trappers  of  that  State 
than  all  the  protected  furbearers  caught  by  them — 275,763  jack  rabbits 
brought  an  average  of  80  cents  each,  accounting  for  $221,327  of  a  total 
of  $393,943. 


WILD  FUR   ANIMAL  CATCH   BY  STATES,  1961-62 


STATE 


Badger 


Bassarisk 
(Ringtail  Cat) 


Beaver 


Bobcat 


Coyote 


Fisher 


Fox 


Blue  & 
r.'hite 


Gray,    Red, 
Cross  &  Silver 


Fur  Seal 


Alabama. . . 
Alaska. . . . 
Pribilof  Isls 
Arizona  1/ 
Arkansas. . 


California 
Colorado. . 
Connecticut  1/ 
Delaware. . 
Florida. . . 


Georgia 

Idaho 

Illinois.  6/. 

Indiana 

Iowa 


Kansas. .... 
Kentucky. . . 
Louisiana. . 
Maine,  7/. . . 
Maryland. ., 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota. . . . 
Mississippi. . 
Missouri. . ., . 


Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada  l/. . . . 
New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey  1/ 


New  Mexico. 
New  York  1/ 
North  Carolina 
North  Dakota 
Ohio 


Oklahoma. . . . 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 
Rhode  Island 
South  Carolina 


South  Dakota 
Tennessee. . . 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont  l/. . 

Virginia. . . . 
Washington. . 
West  Virginia 
V^'isconsin. 
Iffyoming. . . 


6/ 


7/. 


TOTAL. 


63 


79 

7 
317 

222 


100 
810 


2U 
39^ 


90 


1,100 
2 


20 


^00 
6 


NOS 
13 


3,882 


74 


64 


119,769 


119,909 


1,960 
15,000 


408 

1,366 

8/   7,449 

107 


546 

4,781 

560 

433 

4,790 

1,787 
77 

7^734 
72 

669 

8,605 

11,481 

1,178 

3,268 

15,940 
9,246 

'2,531 

210 

1,024 


4,980 
182 

504 
8,491 
4,136 

30 

343 

10 

63 

3,504 

1,524 

1,030 

8/nOS  8,418 

801 

2,217 

7,575 


19 


79 

205 
1,396 


450 

16 
756 


35 
7 

41 

278 

1 


3/ 


450 
88 
15 

855 
60 


33 


638 


105 
67 


314 
3 


104 
80 


37 

211 

74 

37 


50 


15 

213 

1,073 


228 

113 
418 


940 

19 

136 


202 


74 
149 


371 


800 


910 


126 


413 


NOS 


NOS 


173 
75b 


894 

213 
21 


3/ 


435 

94 

39 

316 

4,056 

5,709 

107 
796 
192 
97 
312 

42 


532 
1,400 

274 


60 


336 
1/  67,500 

974 
7,960 
6,528 

157 

132 

4,471 

95 

380 

1,046 
1,405 
1,586 


1,581 

233 

1,750 


14 


2/  77,915 


145,030 


6,454 


4,009 


1,449 


800 


112,660 


77,915 


NOS  -  No  open  season. 

1/     Arizona  and  Nevada  did  not  report;  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  and  Vermont  reported  beaver  only;  New  York  reported 
only  fisher,  otter,  and  fox  (by  gunner,  an  estimate). 

2/     Pribilof  Islands:   Official  take  of  fur  seals  for  calendar  year  1962. 

Zy     Michigan:   Bounties  were  paid  on  bobcat  and  red  fox;  some  pelts  were  preserved,  but  no  estimates  of   the  numbers 
were  given. 

^/  Minnesota:   1,420  gray  fox  and  27,700  red  fox  were  taken,  but  few  were  pelted;  on  most,  bounties  were  paid  and 
the  pelts  were  discarded. 


WILD  FUR   ANIMAL  CATCH  BY   STATES,  1961-62 


STATE 


Marten 


Mink 


Muskrat 


Nutria 


Opossum 


Otter 


Raccoon 


Skunk  & 
Civet  Cat 


Weasel 


Timber 
Wolf 


Wolverine 


Alabama 

Alaska 

Pribilof  Isls. 

Arizona  l/ 

ArkansasT. 


California 

Colorado 

Connecticut  l/. . 

Delaware 

Florida 


Georgia 

Idaho 

Illinois,  6/. 
Indiana. .  7. . 
Iowa 


Kansas. . . . 
Kentucky. . 
Louisiana. 
Maine  ?/.• 
Marylanci . . 


Massachusetts. 

Alichigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi. . . 
Missouri 


Montana 

Kebraska. 

Nevada  l/ 

New  Hampshire  7/. 
New  Jersey  l/. . . . 


New"  Mexico 

New  York  l/. . . . 
North  Carolina. 
North  Dakota. . . 
Ohio 


Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania. . . 
Pihode  Island... 
South  Carolina. 

South  Dakota. . . 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont  l/ 


Virginia 

Washington 

West  Virginia  6/. 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


TOTAL. 


^,500 


a 


350 


338 


NOS 


62 


209 

NOS 


6,215 
9,000 


5,505 


13,343 

1,298 
22 

22 

150 

658 

2,040 

6,595 

8,683 

16,365 

2,121 

9,907 

a,  399 

2,216 

340 

950 

13,650 

34,200 

8,2/iO 

7,655 

6,416 
7,346 


863 


11,260 
7,720 
8,717 

2,099 

2,210 

7,999 

233 

475 

19,738 

10,630 

2,650 

672 


4,268 

4,233 

2,880 

15,000 

14 


7,450 
36,000 


3,000 


190 
1,200 


21,751 

5/  49,449 
16,577 


41,443 
145 


71 

NOS 


23,400 


3,419 

51,300 
132,648 
205,288 
351,822 

22,602 
61,063 

632,558 
13, 549 

146, 860 

58,750 

308,680 

143,100 

4,946 

65,431 

30,  514 
98, 538 


912,890 
5 


270 
500 

478 


268 


6,277 

17,773 

1,979 

10,348 

9,493 

16,662 

797 


3,670 

1,080 

2,870 

39,918 


1,  538 


36 
1,550 

94 
64 


4,195 
414 
216 

63 
625 
485 


45 


6,103 


189 


1,170 


164,676 

NOS 
AAl,  833 

972 

25,308 

377, 571 

3,627 

2,350 

27,666 

79, 557 

584 


10,250 


80 
1,234 


492 


31,816 

19,490 

132 

9,813 

925 


358 


5 

450 


3,406 


30,905 
13,259 


NOS 


144,272 
31,855 
53,610 

269, 000 
12 


50 


8,736 

907 

8,154 


546 
424 


267 


8,400 


77,895 

1,729 
340 


1,350 
6,800 

2,536 

459 

53,763 

93,952 

49,659 

31,766 

16,192 

109,470 

1,136 

6,614 

2,650 

213,000 

15,960 

13,865 

137,779 

1,480 
15,875 


1,493 


470 


56,706 

7,70/i 

159,399 

17,678 
1,978 

51,062 

130 

3,720 

5,210 

28,906 

251,900 


25,486 

1,935 

23,715 

42, 500 

44 


127 


3,713 

440 
106 


68 

84 

330 

1,168 

2,225 

3,708 
517 
464 
123 
340 


2,560 

9,860 

134 

3,557 

1,660 
1,828 


431 

229 
2,156 
2,648 

2,438 
202 

2,746 
101 


1,286 
2,858 
1,413 


7,948 
1,055 
3,071 

116 


95 
1,400 


35 

21 

51 

67 


1 

278 

41 

359 


242 

367 
103 

15 

3,440 

6,660 

30 

45 

670 
432 

*  * "  52 


2a 

1,402 
1,873 


41 

2,572 

19 


236 

217 

1 


335 
322 
304 


140 


NOS 


300,495 


4,121,861 


917,116 


292,628 


12,890 


1,542,706 


61,718 


22,062 


220 


175 


11 


NOS 


186 


5/  California;  Catch  of  muskrat  includes  107  sandrats. 

6/  Illinois  and  West  Virginia:  Pelts  purchased  by  State  licensed  fur  dealers  from  trappers;  those  sold  to  dealers 
out  of  State  not  included. 

7/  Maine  and  New  Hampshire:  Calendar  year  1962.  New  Hampshire  does  not  include  37  trappers'  reports  outstanding 
on  May  24,  1963. 


8/  Colorado:  1,398  beaver  trapped  by  State. 


Washington:  All  beaver  taken  by  State. 


SAMPLES  OF  AVERAGE  PRICES   PER    PELT  RECEIVED  BY  TRAPPERS,  1961-62 


STATE 


Beaver 


Bobcat 


Coyote 


liink 


Kuskrat 


Cpossum 


Otter 


Raccoon 


Red 
fox* 


Striped 
skunk 


A'easel 


Alaska 

California 

Colorado 

Idaho 

Kansas 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

North  Dakota.. . 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania. .. 

Tennessee 

Texas 

West  Virginia.. 


22.00 
7.17 

9.23 
5. 37 

12.42 
12.00 
8.00 
5.00 
6.19 
8.47 
9.69 
10. 5A 
6.35 
3.00 
7.22 


3.27 
4.75 
4.22 
.40 
.50 
3.35 
2.00 
3.00 
1.00 
4.99 

3.73 
1.67 
1.11 
1.00 
1.43 


10.00 

2.40 

2.00 

1.38 

.87 


2.00 

.50 

1.47 

2.11 


30.00 

6.81 

4.89 

8.00 

9.59 

7.00 

10.60 

10.00 

17.50 

8.50 

14.11 

8.06 

8.89 

7.28 

8.02 

5.00 

7.81 


1.25 
.66 
.36 
.57 
.62 

1.20 
.95 
.85 
.55 
.67 

.82 
.62 
.73 
.82 
1,00 
.86 


52 


50 
40 


35 

50 

48 
23 
38 
49 
50 
59 


17.00 


17.09 

16.00 
21.53 
18.00 
20.00 


19.65 
3.00 


8.00 


1.49 

1.33 

1.67 

1.71 

1.50 

2.22 

.00 

.25 

.60 


1.71 
1.50 
1.50 


1.00 

1.00 
1.3^ 

1.82 
.84 


1.18 


.34 
.68 
.67 
.39 
.40 
.90 


.70 
.70 
.61 
.46 
.55 
.60 
1.00 
.72 


1.50 
.29 
.61 
.50 


.55 
.75 
1.00 
.70 
.74 
.84 
.28 
.61 
.51 

.85 


*  In  addition  to  figures  reported,  many  States  submitted  prices  received  for  pelts  of  red  and  gray  foxes  combined. 


The  Department  of  the  Interior,  created  in  18/+9,  is  our  Nation's  Department 
of  Natural  Resources,  concerned  with  management,  conservation,  and  developu^nt 
of  water,  -wildlife,  mineral,  forest,  and  park  and  recreational  resources.   It 
also  has  major  responsibilities  for  Indian  and  Territorial  affairs. 

As  America's  principal  conservation  agency,  the  Department  works  to  assure 
that  nonrenewable  resources  are  developed  and  used  wisely,  that  park  and  recrea- 
tional resources  are  conserved  for  the  future,  and  that  renewable  resoxirces 
make  their  full  contribution  to  the  progress,  prosperity,  and  security  of  the 
United  States,  nov,r  and  in  the  future. 


311*6? 


